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KIRKHEATON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  for  the  year  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Kirkheaton  U.D.C. 

Gentlemen , 

In  presenting  you  my  6th  Annual  Report  to  which 
are  attached  tables  C.  &  D.  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council, 

I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  intended 
to  embody  a  general  survey  of  the  last  five  years. 

This  year  the  General  Health  of  the  population 
of  the  District  has  been  very  good.  Serious  diseases  have 
not  been  marked.  Epidemics  of  children’s  diseases  have  not 
occured,  save  for  one  of  Whooping  Cough  in  May  &  June. 

No  deaths  were  reported  and  the  majority  of  cases  were  mild. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  reported  of  Tuberculosis,  but  other  notifiable  diseases 
show  a  marked  decrease. 

This  is  very  gratifying,  especially  when  we  remember 
that  there  has  been  very  little  improvement  in  the  general  sani¬ 
tation  and  overcrowding  etc,  prevalent  in  the  district. 

These  several  matters  will  be  dealt',  with  in  detail 
in  due  course.  . 


A.  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

(1)  POPULATION. 

The  population  was  in  1921  (census)  2753. 
and  in  192.5  is  estimated  at  2744. 

(2)  PHYSICAL  FEATURES  ETC. 

The  area  under  your  Council  is  1674  acres. 

The  whole  district  is  very  hillyand  includes 
very  few  acres  which  are  flat,  or  nearly  so. 

The  area  occupies  roughly  the  eastern  and  western 
slopes  of  one  hill,  and  has  on  the  Western  side 
the  Colne  River  and  for  a  short  distance  the 
Calder,  whilst  on  the  eastern  side.- is  the 
Lee  Beck.  The  land  is  rugged  in  character, 
much  being  of  very  little  use  except  for  grazing 
oat:tle  and  horses.  Plough  land  is  not  of  the  best 
and  in  about  the  proportion  of  1  -  4  to  the  grass 
land.  The  Earms  are  all  "accomodation  farms” 
and  are  occupied  by  Milk  Retailers  and  Haulage 
Contractors. 
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5.  I  INHABITED  HOUSES  ETC:- 


The  Humber  of  Occupiers  are  as  follows:  - 


1921. 

687 

1922. 

711. 

1923. 

712. 

1924. 

712. 

^-Ir  I.IIWWT- 

1925. 

710. 

RATEABLE  VALUES . 

The  Rateable  Value  and  the  Value  of  Id  Rate 


is  as  follows :- 


RATABLE  VALUE.  Id  Rate  Produce 


1921 

£8,800. 

£36. 

1922 

9,133 

£38. 

1923. 

9,129 

£35. 

1924. 

9,173 

£44. 

1925. 

9,138. 

£38 

5.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


s . 


The  Greater  part  of  the  working  population 
of  the  area,  are  occupied  in  the  Textile  Trades,  and  the  in¬ 
dustries  such  as  Lye  Manufacturing,  allied  to  them. 


A  much  smaller  number  are  occupied  on  the  land, 
and  as  carters  in  leading  coal  from  the  neighbouring  pits. 
A  little  quarrying  is  also  done 


Some  men  are  also  employed  in  Engineering  and  Motor 
Waggon  works  in  the  neighbouring  town  of  Huddersfield. 

Therd  are  also  a  few  miners  living  in  the  Area.  The  men 
working  in  the  local  Lye  Manufacturing  Plants,  are  rather 
prone  to  chest  and  skin  troubles,  but  being  very  much  awake 
to  the  risks  attached  to  such  work,  are  always  very  early 
in  obtaining  treatment.  Serious  or  permanent 
disablement  is  rarely  met  with.  A  few  week's  treatment 
and  a  change  of  occupation  usually  leads  to  complete  re¬ 
covery. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(a)  Births. 


Below  is  a  comparative  table  showing  the  births 
in  the  area  for  the  5  years  1921-5,  also  the 
Rates  per  1000  of  population. 
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26 

1 
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Two  facts! are  noteworthy  from  the  above  table,  viz 


(1)  1925  has  the  highest  birthrate  of  the  period  under 

review. 

(2)  That  during  the  five  years  there  were  only  4  illigitimate 
births  out  of  a  total  of  240. 


B.  DEATHS . 

During  1925  there  were  40  deaths,  of  which  one  was  transferred 
outv/ards  and  5  inwards . 

There  were  6  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year. 

It  is  remarkable  that  there  were  no  deaths  in  January. 


C aus e s  o f  D eaths  1925 . 

T.B.  Respiratory. 

T.B.  Other  Forms. 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Heart  Diseases. 

Arterio  Celerosis 
Bronchitis . 

Pneumonias 
Cirrhosis  Liver 
Kidney  Diseases 
Congenital  Debility 
Whooping  Cough 
Other  Defined  Diseases 
Influenza. 
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There  were  no  inquests  held  nor  any  deaths  by 

violence . 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  childbirth. 

C  .  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

During  1925  there  were  7  deaths  of  Infants  under 
1  year  of  age  compared  with  1  for  1924. 

All  these  children  were  ^fligitimate ,  and  included 
4  boys  and  three  girls. 
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The  Rate  per  Thousand.  Births  is  ISO. 6,  comparied 
with  22*2  per  thousand  in  1924,  and  75  for  England  &  Wales 


D. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  CAUSATION  OF  DEATHS. 


I  append  a  Comparative  Table  of  Causes  of  Death  during 
the  5  years  1921-5. 


1923 

3 

4 

2 

6 

3 

5 
1 

1 

2 


CAUSE.  1921  1922 

T.B.  Respiratory.  4  1 

T.B.  Other  Forms. 

Cancer  5  4 

Diabetes . 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  2 

Heart  Diseases  6  8 

Arterio  Celerosis.  2  4 

Bronchitis.  2  2 

Pneumonia  1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Kidney  Diseases.  1  1 

Whooping  Cough. 

Influenza.  112 

Meningitis  1 

Senility  2 

Disceminated  Celerosis  1 

Gastric  Diseases.  1 

Rheumatic  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever.  1 

Measles.  1 

Congenital  Debility  212 

Other  Defined  Dis¬ 
eases.  8  9 

Inquests  (Violence)  321 

Totals.  30  37  42 


1984 


6 

4 

2 

3 

1 

4 


1 

1 

6 
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1925  Totals 

1  9 

2  2 

3  20 

1 

3 
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4 
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1 
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35 

15 

15 
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3 
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1 
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35 


40  184 
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E.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  most  prolific  causes 

of  Deaths  are  Heart  Diseases  and  Cancer,  followed  by 
Artereo  Celerosis  and  Bronchitis. 

The  first  and  third  causes  are  mainly  in  evidence 
amongst  the  elderly 

In  view  of  the  present  "Cancer  Campaign",  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  this  disease  has  caused  the  deaths 
of  20  persons  in  5  years  out  of  a  total  of  184  deaths 
in  the  same  time,  compared  with  11  deaths  from  Tuberculosis, 
in  the  combating  of  which  disease  so  much  public  money 
is  being  spent,  yearly,  in  clinics,  sanatoria  and  propaganda, 

I  trust  that  the  Council  will  do  all  that  is  possible 
within  their  power  to  assist  in  furthering  the  raising  of 
funds  to  assist  the  cancer  campaign.  I  might  add  that 
the  number  of  deaths  is  not  by  any  means  a  true  index 
of  the  number  of  persons  suffering  from  Cancer  -  as  these 
unfortunates  are  apt  to  continue  living  for  many  years 
in  suffering,  --  whilst  the  Tubercular,  especially  the 
Phthisical  subject,  does  not  as  a  rule  survive  as  long. 

It  is  also  interesting  that  notifiable  and  other 
infectious  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  have  not 
caused  many  deaths,  a  further  table  will  show  how  few 
have  been  notified. 

7 .  POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

This  srea  being  included  in  the  Union  of  Huddersfield, 
and  Poor  Law  relief  entirely  out  of  the  control  of  the 
Council,  it  is  not  possible  to  give  a  reliable  account 
of  the  amount  given. 

From  personal  observation,  the  numbers  obtaining 
such  relief  compare  favourably  with  the  neighbouring 
areas . 

I  append  the  amounts  levied  for  Poor  Rate,  in  the 


years  under  review: - 

1921 

8/- 

1922 

9/- 

19  23 

8/- 

1924 

6/8 

1925 

6/- 

8.  HOSPITAL  &  OTHER  GRATUITOUS  MEDICAL  RELIEF .  are  free¬ 

ly  sought  and  obtained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  and  other 
Clinics  in  the  Borough. 


5. 


SPECIAL  CAUSES  OE  SICKNESS  OR  INVALIDITY. 


There  were  several  epidemics  of  childrens  Diseases, 
Chicken  Pox  at  Easter,  Mumps  at  Whitsuntide,  Whooping 
Cough  in  October  &  November,  all  caused  a  short  closure 
of  the  Infant's  School  for  not  more  than  three  weeks. 

For  September  &  October  Diarrhoea  &  Influenza  were  some¬ 
what  prevalent,  and  in  December  Influenza  became  an 
epidemic . 

The  Influenza  epidemic  continued  through  January  and 
February,  whilst  in  April  tfthere  was  a  recrudescense 
mainly  of  the  G-astric  Type.  No  deaths  were  recorded; 
for  July  &  August  5  cases  of  Enteric  were  notified, 
all  in  one  household,  and  unfortunately  with  1  death. 

For  June  &  July,  Measles  and  influenza  were  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  closing  of  both  infants  and  Natiinnal 
Schools,  the  Infants  from  June  7th  to  25th,  and  from 
July  6th  to  after  the  Summer  Holiday - 
The  National  School  was  closed  from  June  29th  until 
after  the  Summer  Holiday. 

For  Febry  ahd  March  Influenza  was  Epidemic  in  this 
area,  whilst  Chicken  Pox  was  prevalent  in  April. 

Whooping  Cough  was  very  prevalent  in  May  &  June, 
but  the  Schools  were  not  closed. 


INDUSTRIAL  DISEASES. 


During  the  whole  period  under  review,  several  cases 
have  come  to  my  notice  privately  of  "Gasing  and  Chemical 
■Eicgwna  amongst  the  employees  of  the  British  Dyestuffs 

Corporation. 

No  other  industrial  diseases  have  been  observed. 


SENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


1.  Hospitals  Provided  or  subsidised. 

The  local  authority  subsidises  the  joint 
Infectious  diseases  Hospital  at  Kirkburton 
for  Small  Pox,  Scarletena,  Diptheria  etc. 

2.  Tuberculosis .  Medical  attend  at  the  West  Riding 
Clinics  or  are  sent  to  West  Riding  Sanitoria. 
Surgical  cases  are  sent  dealth  with  when  necessary 
at  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary. 

3.  Maternity.  Cases  are  admitted  to  the  Borough  of 
Huddersfield  lying  in  Home. 

4.  Children.  No  Special  provision  is  made  by  the 
Counci 17  but  gratuitous  treatment  is  given  at 
the  Royal  Infirmary  &  School  Clinics  of  the  West 
Riding. 


5.  No  institutional  Provisions  is  specially  provided 
for  Unmarried  Mothers,  illigitimate  &  homeless 

infants,  other  than  by  the  Guardians. 

6 . 


6.  CLINICS  &  TREATMENT  CENTRES . 

A  New  Maternity  &  Child  Welfare  centre  is  about 
to  be  opened  in  the  locality  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council.  This  will  be  a  great  help  and 
will  make  it  unnecessary  for  expectant  Mothers 
and  Babies  to  travel  the  long  distances  to  Kirkburton 
and  Mirfield  centres. 

7.  The  Royal  Infirmary  Huddersfield,  3  miles  away 
provides  a  venerial  clinic. 

School  Clinics  and  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  Borough  of  Huddersfield  by  the  West  Rid¬ 
ing  Authority. 

No  Day  Nursuries  are  provided  or  necessary  in 

the  Area. 

8.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

An  Ambulance  is  provided  at  the  Joint  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital. 

The  Council  now  subsidise  a  Joint  District 
Motor  Ambulance  for  accidents  and  other  cases. 

The  Ambulance  is  garaged  at  Kirkburton.  The  Boro 
Ambulance  is  also  available  on  payment. 

9.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  ETC. 

There  are  no  whole-time  Officers.  The  Medical 
Officer  and  Sanitary  Officer  are  both  Part  time, 
and  a  contribution  to  their  Salaries  is  made  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  and  by  Exchequer  Grants. 

There  are  no  specialised  Inspectors  for  food,  nor  health 
visitors,  etc,  employed  by  the  Local  Council. 

.  MEDICAL  OFFICER.  Dr.  J.  2.  Taylor,  Kirkheatcn. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR.  Edward  Pcxton,  Kirkheatcn. 

Diploma  of  Sanitary  Institute, 

other  Offices :- 

Registrar  Births  and  Deaths. 

Rate  Collector.  Sanitary  Registrar. 
Agent  &  Rent  Collector,  Council 
Houses  and  Property 

10.  NURSING. 

The  Parish  Church  ladies,  collect  for  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  Professional  Nurse  for  the  Parish,  which 
includes  the  more  populous  parts  of  this  Parish  area, 
and  portions  of  the  adjacent  areas  (Lepton  &  Dalton  Ward 
of  the  Borough  of  Huddersfield. 

The  Nurse  is  not  available  for  Maternity  or  Infectious 

cases . 
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The  County  Council  and  Local  Authority  do  not 
provide  any  Nursing  Facilities. 

MID’tTVSS . 


One  Midwife  resiu.es  in  the  Area  and  one  or  two 
others  are  available  from  the  adjoining  Boro  of  Huddersfield. 
The  Council  do  not  subsidise  or  employ  s  midwife. 


C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER 

The  Water  supply  of  the  whole  area  is  provided  for 
by  the  Huddersfield  Borough  Water  Works. 

Except  for  5  houses  at  the  top  of  Kirkheaton  Moor, 
all  houses  are  connected.  Much  is  to  be  desired  as  to 
Quantity. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Hill  Tops  and  in  Upper 
Heaton  which  is  also  placed  high,  are  constantly  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  poor  force,  and  intermittancy  of  the  sup¬ 
ply;  I  am  informed  that  the  supply  is  very  slow  or  miss¬ 
ing  altogether  sometimes  for  hours  daily. 

The  quality  of  the  Water  is  frequently  bad,  and  I  have 
myself  seen  the  water  leaving  taps  Coffee  Brown  in 
colour  from  suspended  matter.  The  water  is  collected 
on  the  moors  surrounding  Huddersfield. 

I  strongly  advise  the  use  of  Filters. 

RIVERS  &  STREAMS. 

(a)  The  Colne  River  borders  the  area  at  Colne  Bridge  in 
the  West ,  and  is  polluted  by  the  Bye  works  etc  in 
Huddersfield  and  by  the  effluents  from  Factories  etc 
higher  up  the  Valley. 

(b)  The  Lea  Beck  is  the  only  stream  and  forms  the 
Eastern  Boundary  of  the  Area.  This  stream  runs  clear 
but  is  unfit  for  domestic  purposes. 

DRAINAGE  A  NT)  SEWERAGE . 

The  main  village  and  Eastern  portion  are  served  by 
the  loco,!  Council  Sewage  works ,  and  the  drainage  is  fair¬ 
ly  satisfactory,  but  considerable  conversion  to  Water 
closets,  vrould  probably  require  considerable  expansion 
of  the  present  system  of  drainage. 

A  scheme  of  Drainage  for  Colne  Bridge  on  the  East¬ 
ern  slope  of  the  Hill  is  now  in  hand,  and  it  is  hoped 
work  will  begin  in  the  New  Year. 

Outlying  farms  and  groups  of  houses  have 
cess-pools.  Surface  v/ater  in  the  villages  is 
carried  to  the  River  &  stream  by  old  stone  culverts. 
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4.  CLOSET  ACCOMODATIONS ,  as  under:  - 

(a)  Prives  with  open  Middens 

(b)  Pail  or  tub-closets. 

(c)  Privies  w ith  covered  Middens. 

(d)  Uater  closets 


Nil. 


109 


289. 


7  . 


(included  7  new  ones). 


(e)  Waste  water  closets. 


18. 


No  new  closets  of  any  type  other  than  7  new  water 
closets  have  been  built. 


It  is  highly  desirable  that  every  endeavour  should 
be  made  to  obtain  the  conversion  to  water  closets  where 
there  is  drainage  available.  This  is  particularly  desirable 
in  Kirkheaton  Village. 

In  other  circumstances  I  particularly  draw  attention 
to  the  inadequate  supply  of  Privy  accomodation  in 
many  groups  of  houses,  and  urge  the  Council  to  take 
rigorous  action  in  concrete  cases  brought  to  their 
special  notice . 

The  Council  has  no  special  scheme  of  conversion 
5.  SCAVENGING. 

No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  arrangements  for 
Scavenging  during  the  last  5  years. 

The  work  is  still  done  by  Contractors  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Surveyor. 

During  1925  950  loads  with  tipped  and  116  were 
taken  on  to  the  farm  Hand,  a  total  of  1066  loads. 

The  system  is  fairly  satisfactory  and  where  water 
closets  are  in  use,  Sanitary  binns  are  employed. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  use  of  Sanitary  binns 
should  be  encouraged,  especially  where  there  is  diffi¬ 
culty  of  access  to  middens  or  where  the  refuse  has  to 
be  removed  in  barrows  to  the  carts.  The  insanitary 
conditions  of  the  removal  by  such  methods  as  the  last 
is  obvious 

6  '  SANITARY  INSPECT  I  Oil . 

Owing  to  the  sudden  death  of  the  Inspector.  I  am 
unable  to  give  the  number  of  houses  inspected,  as 
he  left  no  complete  record. 

NUISANCES . 


Nuisances  in  hand,  Jan  1st.  1925. 
do  reported  1925 

do  served  on  informal  notification. 


1925 


2 

20  =  22 


22 


do  remedied 

do  outstanding  31  Dec/25. 


14 

8 


9  . 
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IT o  statutory  notifications  were  served. 

waste 

The  Nuisances  were  chiefly  broken .pipes 
blocked  drain  traps,  and  faulty  spoutings. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT ♦ 

There  is  only  one  mill  stack  in  the  area  emitting 
smoke,  and  no  action  has  been  considered  necessary. 
Complaints  are  frequently  made  of  the  odorous  clouds 
of  chemical  fumes  which  drift  over  the  Tillage  at 
various  times  from  the  British  Dyestuffs  Corpora¬ 
tion  Works  in  the  neighbouring  Borough. 

I  do  not  consider  them  particularly  injurious 
as  in  traversing  the  intervening  mile  or  so,  these 
fumes  are  considerably  diluted  by  the  wind  bring  them 
in  this  direction. 

PREMISES  AKD  OCCUPATIONS  UNDER  CONTROL!,  ETC . 

The  area  has  two  fried  fish  shops  and  both  are  in 
excellent  order,  clean  and  sanitary  in  all  ways. 

There  are  no  lodging  houses  or  underground  sleeping 
rooms . 

Ho  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Regulations 
for  Offensive  Trades  or  Lodging  Houses. 

The  Schools  are  in  excellent  Sanitary  Order. 

The  premises  are  clean,  sanitary  arrangements 
excellent  and  adequate,  and  the  water  supply  is  sufficient. 

Reference  to  closure  of  schools  will  be  found 
in  Section  !,A"  para,  9. 


HOUSING 


GENERAL  C  0  N  D  I  T  I  0  II  S. 
a) 

The  Housing  conditions  are  on  a  par  with  the  surround¬ 
ing  area.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  houses  in  this 
District  are,  taken  generally,  any  worse  or  better 
than  any  other  district  in  the  Textile  portion  of  the 
West  Riding.  The  vast  majority  of  the  houses  are  stone 
built,  without  damp-proof  courses,  and  were  erected 
80  and  upwards  years  ago.  A  very  large  proportion 
of  the  Older  houses,  in  earlier  days  had  Hand  Looms 
in  the  upper  stories.  With  the  decay  of  hand-loom 
weaving,  these  lofts  were  underdrawn  and  converted 
into  Bedrooms 

The  majority  have  stone  roofs. 
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The  farm  buildings  and  larger  houses  are  in  good 
repair,  but  very  many  of  the  old  cottages  leave  much 
to  be  desired.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  deal 
with  this  class,  as  so  often  is  the  case  now,  -  the 
owner  is  the  occupier,  and  he  is  unable  to  afford  ex¬ 
pensive  and  extensive  alterations  &  repairs;  whilst 
where  the  occupier  is  the  tenant,  the  cost  of  a  proper 
overhaul  approximates  or  exceeds  the  value  of  the 
cottage . 

Many  of  these  eld  cottages  do  not  lend  themselves 
to  extensive  alterations,  and  it  v/ould  be  much  mere 
economical  to  rebuild 

Unfortunately  the  owners  cannot  do  this  under  pre¬ 
sent  conditions. 

The  Council  are  much  exercised  regarding  the  worst 
houses,  and  closing  orders  are  being  applied  as 
rapidly  as  the  tenants  can  be  got  rid  of. 

The  newer  houses  are  in  good  order,  and  leave 
little  to  be  desired. 

On  the  whole  owners  carry  out  minor  repairs  within 
reasonable  time  when  defects  are  noted. 

There  is  little  if  any  diminution  in  the  overcrowd¬ 
ing  ;  ni  rkheaton  district  is  on  the  border  of  Huddersfield, 
and  during  the  War  period  received  some  of  the  overflow 
from  that  town,  of  workers  in  the  factories  and 
engineering  works ,  whilst  the  great  increase 
in  the  chemical  industry  brought  more. 

Unfortunate ly  this  influx  of  population  remained, 
and  the  overcrowding  has  been  kept  up  to  its  present 
level  by  marriages.  A  few  houses  have  been  built 
privately  for  the  owners  uses. 

The  Council  have  built  24  houses  with  State  Aid,  and 
a  new  scheme  is  now  in  progress  of  completion. 

Further  schemes  will  be  necessary  before  any  perman¬ 
ent  impression  will  be  made  on  the  shortage. 

Overcrowding  is  very  obvious  amongst  the  poor. 

A  good  deal  of  this  is  due  entirely  to  the  poorer  fami¬ 
lies  being  unable  to  afford  the  rent  of  more  comodious 
houses.  In  many  of  the  families,  not  necessarily 
the  largest,  or  poorest,  there  is  moral  overcrowding. 
Bedrooms  are  frequently  divided  by  curtains.  I  am  well 
aware  that  these  families  would  remove  if  they  could 
find  larger  houses.  Unfortunately  the  houses  suit¬ 
able  are  usually  in  the  neighbouring  borough  and  are 
for  sale  -  not  to  let. 

The  Council  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  take 
action  in  outstanding  cases  of  overcrowding,  without 
causing  very  great  hardship . 
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FITNESS  OF  HOUSING. 


l.(a)  The  General  Standard  of  Housing  is  rather 

poor,  about  2/rds  are  old  stonebuilt  cottages, 
the  upper  chambers  of  many  were  formerly  loom  lofts, 
and  date  anything  upwards  of  80  years.  The  houses 
built  during  the  last  40  years  or  so  are  modern  in 
type  and  well  built. 

1  (b)  The  general  character  of  defects,  refers  chiefly 

to  the  older  &  more  numerou0  houses.  These  gener¬ 
ally  have  no  damp  proof  course  in  the  walls,  &  have 
stone  floors  &  roofs.  There  are  examples  of  stone 
floors  in  the  upper  or  bedrooms,  the  stone  roofs  of 
many  are  defective  in  minor  details.  Many  would  be 
improved  if  modern  sash  windows  were  fitted. 

1  (c)  A  large  proportion  of  the  defects  are  due  to 

neglect  on  the  part  of  the  owners ,  who  do  not  real¬ 
ise  that  a  house  kept  in  proper  repair,  rarely 
requires  a  large  expenditure  in  any  one  year  &  is 
therefore  a  more  productive  &  more  valuable  property. 
The  Tenants  in  some  cases  are  certainly  to  blame 
for  the  defects  found. 

The  Council  have  requested  many  owners  to  remedy 
minor  defects  &  these  are  usually  complied  with 
in  reasonable  time.  No  legal  actions  have  been  taken. 

So  much  of  the  property  requiring  radical  &  ex¬ 
tensive  alterations,  cannot  be  readily  dealth  with, 
as  to  do  so  would  be  to  saddle  the  owner  with  costs 
probably  more  than  the  property  is  worth.  In  very 
many  cases  the  Owner  is  quite  unable  to  afford  expen¬ 
sive  alterations.  One  Owner  to  my  knowledge  is  grad¬ 
ually  repairing  his  property  by  spending  a  percent¬ 
age  of  his  income  yearly  on  such  work. 

4.  UNHEALTHY  AREAS . 

Complaints  are  often  made  verbally,  but  it  is  prac¬ 
tically  impossible  to  obtain  written  confirmation. 

Such  complaints  are  personally  investigated,  Sc  usual¬ 
ly  concern  property  which  the  Council  has  or  id  deal¬ 
ing  with.  The  chief  unhealthy  areas  consist  of  pro¬ 
perty  which  is  condemned,  but  from  which  the  tenants 
cannot  very  easily  be  removed.  As  such  property  be¬ 
comes  vacant  the  houses  are  closed. 

5.  BYE-LAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS  ETC. 

No  actions  have  been  necessary  as  there  are  no  lodg 
ing  houses  in  the  area.  There  are  no  yan  or  tent  dwel 
lers  in  the  district.  The  Council  are  at  present 
revising  the  existing  Bye-Laws  as  a  whole. 

No  propaganda  has  been  carried  on  by  the  Council 
regarding  the  proper  use  of  household  fittings,  sinks, 
closets,  middens  etc.  Personally  I  find  that  a 
private  conversation  by  the  Medical  Officer  has  a 
beneficial  and  perhaps  more  lasting  result,  and 
is  certainly  less  expensive. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  for  1925. 


No  new  houses  were  completed  in  1925  privately 
or  by  the  local  Authority.  A  commencement  has  been  made 
with  the  new  Council  houses  on  Site  3.  and  it  is  hoped  to 
have  the  whole  completed  by  the  autumn  of  1926. 

1.  UNFIT  DWELLINGH PUSES .  There  are  now  15  houses  in  the  area 

condemned  as  unfi t*'f or-  human  habitation.  Two  have  been 
closed . 

2  .  EFFECTS  REMEDIED . 


Informal  Notices  of  defects  in  hand  31  Dec/24  2. 
«  "  TI  "  Hade  1925.  20. 


TOTAL.  22. 


Defects  abated  14. 

31  December  n  in  hand  8. 

22 


3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 


No  .Actions  were  taken  under  Statutory  Powers. 

No  repairs  were  done  by  local  authority  in  default 

of  owners. 

No  proceedings  have  been  taken  in  1925  under 
Section  11.14.15  of  Housing  Act  1925. 


INSPECTION  &  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  The  Milk  supply  is  on  the  whole  good,  the  produc¬ 
ers  selling  direct  to  their  own  customers.  There  are 
23  registered  cow-keepers  with  51  cow-sheds. 

No  retailer  has  applied  for  License  to  sell 
under  special  designation,  as  yet. 

No  samples  were  taken  for  examination. 

(b)  ME  AT.  The  Meat  supply  is  in  the  hands  of  two 
Private  'Butchers  and  of  the  Co-op.  Society  whose 
meat  is  slaughtered  outside  the  Area.  I  have 
personally  seen  that  it  reaches  the  local  shop,  pro¬ 
perly  protected  from  contamination. 

The  local  shops  are  all  clean  and  vrell  kept 
to  my  personal  knowledge. 

(c)  Hawkers  carts  are  frequently  inspected  by  the 
M.O.H,  as  he  meets  them  in  the  area  almost  weekly. 

(d)  There  is  one  private  Slaughterhouse  Licensed 
and  registered.  This  is  in  excellent  order. 
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(e)  Other  Foods,  There  are  one  Bake-house  and  two 
fried- fish  shops  in  the  area.  These  are  kept 
in  a  proper  state  of  cleanliness. 


notifiable:  diseases  . 

The  following  Table  shows  the  incidence  of  Notifiable 
diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  the  years  1921-2-3 
4-5 . 


DISEASE. 

1921 

1922 

1923 

19  24 

1925. 

Small  Pox 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Diptheria 

4 

4 

4 

2 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Enteric  Group. 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

6 

7 

3 

Erysipelus 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 

9  11  11  10  6  Totals 


All  the  cases  of  Diptheria,  Enteric,  Puerperal 
Fevers  and  one  Scarlet  Fever  and  Erysipelas  were  promptly 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

No  return  cases  have  oocured. 

Diptheria  Antitoxin  is  promptly  used  in  all  cases. 

No  csises  of  Euctphalitis  Lethargioa,  Dyseniiery  or  Trench  Fever 
have  been  notified. 

All  cases  notified  are  promptly  investigated  and  disinfec- 
tion  carried  out  as  soon  as  the  patient  is  removed. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  all  the  cases  of  enteric 
fever  were  in  one  house  &  family,  the  1st  case  being  diag¬ 
nosed  definitely  6  weeks  after  the  onset. 

No  use  has  yet  been  made  of  the  Schick  &  Pich 
Tests.  Cases  are  rare,  and  opportunities  to  use  these  tests 
have  not  arisen. 

VACCINATION. 


No  Vacinations  (primary  or  re-vaccination)  have  been  done 
by  the  M.  Officer  of  Health,  as  such  no  cases  of  small-pox 
have  been  notified  . 

I  wish  to  draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  unfortunate¬ 
ly  prevailing  custom  in  this  srea  of  obtaining  exemption 
orders  from  vaccination  of  new-born  children. 

ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  N0N-N0TIFIABE5 . 

During  1925  the  only  diseases  under  this  heading  preva¬ 
lent  were  Whooping  Cough  (1) ,  one  death  was  reported. 
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Influenza  was  endemic  but  not  epidemic ,  and  one  death 
was  reported. 

DISINFECTION. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  available  any  time  to  carry 
out  all  disinfection  of  Premises  and  household  contents. 

Any  householder  can  obtain  a  free  supply  of  disinfect¬ 
ing  fluids  and  powders  on  application 


TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  5  oases  Non-Pulmonary  and  1  Pulmonary  noti¬ 
fied.  Below  is  a  tabular  form  showing  all  cases  notified 
during  the  year  1925  and  Deaths. 


AGE  NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

PERIOD 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  REGULATIONS  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
-  1925. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  Regulations. 

No  person  employed  by  a  cow-keeper  or  salesman 
has  been  notified  as  being  tubercular. 

Public  Health  Act  1925.  Section  62 _ 

No  Action  has  been  necessary  under  this  section. 


OPHTHALMIA  KEOVATORM. 

No  cases  have  occurred  during  the  last  12  months. 
IN  CONCLUSION. 


Owing  to  the  unfortunate  death  of  the  Sanitary  Inspects 
I  am  unable  to  give  information  more  fully  on  certain 
points  on  which  he  has  left  no  written  records.  It  is  with 
regret  that  I  mention  his  death. 
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I  wish  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  the  Members  of  the 
Council  for  any  help  they  have  been  able  to  give  me, 
and  hope  that  during  the  ensuing  year  they  will  do  all  with¬ 
in  their  pov/er  to  promote  the  health  of  the  population 
of  Kirkheaton  Urban  District. 

I  remain, 


Your  obedient  servant 

J.  11.  TAYLOR. 
M.  0.  of 
Health. 
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COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  WEST  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE. 


TABLE  C. 

NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS. 

d 


Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1925,  for  Nuisances  only 
(For  Housing  Inspections  see  Table  D). 

.  to . 


. Am . 


Year  1925. 

.Sanitary  District. 


X 

/ 


Nuisances  repu  ^ed  in  1925 . 

Nuisances  in  hand,  end  of  1924 


i. 


U- 


Total  needing  abatement . 

Abated  during  1925  . 

Outstanding  end  of  1925 
Complied  with  . 


■jjL 


Notices  served,  Informal  . 

,,  „  Statutory. 

Total  number  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings..... . 

Filthy  Houses,  Cleansing  of.nCM/'t'Any  notices  served  under  Sec.  46  of  P.H.A.  1875  (or  any  other  Act)  ? 


Regulated  Buildings, 

Trades,  &c. 

No.  in 
District 

No.  on 
Register 

Total  No,  of 
Inspections 
made 

General  Condition 

Legal 

Proceedings 
(if  any) 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

Canal  Boats 

Knackers  Yards  . . 

Tents,  Vans  &  Sheds 

Offensive  Trades  . . 

(Please  specify  kind). 

. 

. 

7 

C . .*..../ . 

f . 

. ! . , 

> 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be  offensive  trades  ?  . 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Developments  during  1925  ? 


'J 


Developments  still  needed  as  to  (a)  Want  of  sewers 

( b )  Improvement  of  defective  sewers  . 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  (a)  Any  inadequacy . 

(b)  Anjr  complaints . 

Any  sink  wastes  still  needing  disconnection  ?  . 


. CLtdLtJhrr. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens. m**-.*****?^. . No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets  . 7. . 

„  „  with  covered  middens . ffeisT.  ^.No.  of  Water  Closets  ...  Waste-water  Closets 

's  lh)  other 


99  99 


re-constructed  during  1925 — (a)  as  w.c.’s. .  (b)  other. 


No.  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property  in  1925 — (a)  w.c.'s....^ .  (b)  other 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1925  for  new  houses  (a)  w.c.’s . .  ( b )  other  . 


J 


SCAVENGING. 

M  Any  change  during  1925  ? 


Performed  by  (a)  Council . .^%r£,..ifc...  ^5)  Contractor.^?^£r^ .  (c)  Owners  or  Occupiers. ..dp?Sff^557... 

TT  .  ,  No.  of  loads  to  (a)  Destructor . T.7^rr*rr..frrT^... .  (b)  Tips  . . 

How  is  refuse  w  \  /  r  / 

disposed  of?  \  (c)  Farmers . //M:.....  Total  annual  cost  £ . . 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where  ?  . VJ«.‘r..,....^..AiLr..  . 

Any  utilization  of  waste  material  ?  If  so,  what  ?  . . . rri. . r.*r* . 

WATER  SUPPLY.  Any  developments  during  1925  ?  . . 

Restricted  in  any  way  ? . If  so,  No.  of  days  Hours  of  day  when  cut 

Any  general  insufficiency,  and  where  ? 

Any  action  in  regard  to  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  where  ?  CS. . jw.4. .J#. . 

Any  new  sources  added  ?  . At7..'.....7.....£? .  Any  disused  sources  re-used  ?. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Are  Two  Registers  being  kept  as  required  by  Section  2  (3)  of  the  1922  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act  ?  (/ 
(a)  For  Retailers.  ( b )  For  Cow-keepers  or  Wholesale  Traders.  C- 

Have  any  Licences  been  granted  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  to  distributors  of : _ 

“  Certified  ”  milk **-■«,. .O.  “  Grade  A  ” “  Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested) 

“  Grade  A  (Pasteurised)” . rr. s**?. .  “  Pasteurised  ” . 

Have  you  had  samples  of  Graded  Milk  tested  ?  Give  No.  and  kind . *?.!*.. .  Results.  .. 

Have  any  retailers  been  removed  from  the  Register  ? . .TT.....*.....^ . . 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis  under  F.  &  D.  Ac ts . . . .  No.  adulterated 

No.  ,,  ,,  ,,  for  bacteriological  examination  ^ . 

What  arrangement  for  periodical  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy  cows  ?  . . 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1925  ? . .“. V....1-..^ . 

No.  of  Milk  Cows  kept  in  District . f. . 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district  producing  and  selling  milk...  . .  No.  Registered  % 


No.  of  Retail  Milk  Sellers  who 
are  also  Cowkeepers 


No.  who  are  Milk  *"  j 

Retailers  only...4!. . 


Total  No.  of  Retail  Milk 
Sellers  Regt’d  . 


Total  No.  of  Cowsheds . rr*.. .  Total  No.  of  Inspections  in  1925. 


&  / 


I  Cowkeepers 
(Retailers  ...» 


Date  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations  ? . > .  Any  Legal  Action  ? . rs*** 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which  Milk  is  sent  ?  ..“..V.*..  fr  A /.'V1.1. 


OTHER  FOODS.  No.  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer  of  S.A. 


for  examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  1925. No.  adulterated. 

Any  special  examination  of  Milk  for  Dirt  ?  . . T^. . 

No.  of  seizures  of  unsound  food. Kind  and  quantity . .  No.  of  Prosecutions . ■ 

Any  Public  Abattoir? . Thr.!.!!"?. .  What  accommodation  ? . 


No.  of  Slaughterhouses . (....  Regt’d. ...I . Licenced . /. .  Unsatisfactory,  structurally 

_  (  or  in  bad  position  ? 

No.  of  times  each  Slaughterhouse  inspected  .  Total  Inspections . 


No.  of  Prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs ..rS**rL(b)  Unsound  Food... •***?&..  (c)  re  Slaughter  Houses 
Bakehouses,  No . /. .  Any  underground? . *7?. .  Total  No.  of  Inspections . 


SCHOOLS  . - Statutory  Medical  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Education  Authority  in  most  of  the  Districts  but  that  does  not  relieve 

the  M.O.H.  of  his  duties  t«i  regard  to  sanitation  and  the  prevention  of  infectious  outbreaks  in  connection  with  Schools. 


No.  of  Schools  in  district. 


.1. 


No.  visited  by  M.O.H. 


Action  taken . . . ^:*r.,".£wrr .  Schools  closed  by  M.O.H. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.  (Please  attach  copies  of  Home  Office  Form  572). 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken.. No.  of  Cautions .  Legal  Notices .  Summonses . 

No.  of  Workshops . Lfn...  No.  of  times  each  Workshop  inspected. Total  inspections . . 

Any  Industrial  Welfare  Workers  appointed.. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS  in  force  in  District. 
(. Please  state  parts  or  sections) 


Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  o 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  O  / ?  O  %  •  /  i 

Do.  Do.  1907.  L  J 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 


For  Rural  |  Any  Urban  Powers 
Districts  ]  obtained  in  1925 


BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS  in  force  in  District. 


Subject 


Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements 

Scavenging  . 

Prevention  of  Nuisances 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Alteration  of  BuiLchngs _ 


Date  of 
Approval 


Subject 


Slaughter  Houses 
Baths  and  Wash-Houses 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

Cemeteries  . 

Mortuaries  . 

Offensive  Trades 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 


Any  relaxation  of  Byelaws  under  Section  24  of  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919. 


Date  of 
Approval 


.  ^. ....  f^. .  :f*r.  .V.. 


J 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Diseases  specially  prevalent  in  1925  ? . . State  months. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list  ?.... 


y*^L 


Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  District  ? 

Any  undue  prevalence  of  Venereal  Diseases  ? . 

Any  prevalence  of  Jaundice,  and  at  what  ages  ? . 


/ 


HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS. 

(a)  General:  Accident .  Address 

Children .  „  ...C. . . . . 


( b )  Local :  Hospital,  Cottage  .  ,, 

(. c)  Infectious,  General .  „  . . . 

Smallpox  .  „  / 

(. d )  Maternity .  „ 

Any  arrangements  for  nursing  Puerperal  Fever  cases  ?  . 

(e)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centre  not  provided  by  County  Council  Scheme 


Whether  any  other  disease  ( e.g .  Pneumonia)  is  treated '  ' 
in  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  j 


Any  change  or  extension  of  (a)  General  Infectious  Hospital 

(6)  Smallpox  Hospital . 


TUBERCULOSIS. — Procedure  by  M.O.H.  or  his  staff  after  notification 

(i)  Inspection  of  patient’s  . . . .& . .vw w(t. . . .  (2)  Examination  for  ...fftrr 

home  and  workshop  contacts 

(3)  Is  house  disinfected  ? . .  When  }  ...tkwr*t.. 


wJLrr^. 


(4)  Leaflets,  Lectures,  etc.,  distribu ted/jj^i ^ . 


(5)  Action  re  spitting . rrw..! .  (6)  Is  sputum  examined  apart  from  Dispensary  ?. 


(7)  Any  special  procedure  adopted  in  cases  of . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  with  T.B.  in  sputum  ? 


(8)  Are  the  requirements  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations  as  to 
notification  observed  by  general  practitioners  ? 


BACTERIOLOGY  (County  Laboratory)  Any  suggestions  ? 


INFANT  MORTALITY.  Any  suggestions  ? . 

Any  voluntary  Centres  for  Child  or  Mother  Welfare  ? . 

Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  1925 . 

Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants.  Any  action  ?. 


Suggestions  will  be  welcomed  regarding — (a)  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Schemes. 


(b)  Ante-natal  Schemes. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  Still  Births  during  1925. 


.^1. 


Deaths  during  1925 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in  the  Males.  . Cl.  Females  ..  // 

District  without  any  correction 

(2)  No.  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above)  . CLTCCCat:. . 


MORTUARIES.  What  accommodation — 


(a)  for  accidents. 


( b )  for  infectious  cases  other 
than  at  hospital 


(c)  For  other  purposes 


Ju 


Any  suggestions  . ..y.. 


made  by  M.O.H. . 


SANITARY  STAFF. 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  ol  the  M.O.H.  ?. 


Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Annual  Salary 
as  Inspector. 


. 


Any  Assistants  ? . 

Is  Staff  sufficient  ?  . . . . . ^ 

Does  M.O.H.  receive  copies  of  Memos,  and  Circulars  distributed  by  Ministry  of  Health  :  . 


CLINICS  Any  Suggestions — 

(а)  Tuberculosis 

(б)  Venereal  Diseases — How  advertised  and  if  any  difficulty  in  reaching  nearest. 


(c)  Child  Welfare 

(d)  Ante-Natal  . 

( e )  School  . 

(/)  Dental  . .L. 

(g)  Ophthalmic 


ANY  REMARKS  as  to— 

(a)  Voluntary  Agencies  for  social  betterment. 


( b )  District  Nursing  Association  . 

(c)  Any  Dispensary . m&. .  Purpose  of . 

( d )  Health  Visiting  (co-operation  with  local  M.O.H.)  . 

(e)  Tuberculosis,  Home  Visiting  do.  'do. 

(/)  Dental  Services  . * 

(g)  Midwifery  Services  . 


I 


and  medical  attendant 

. 


(h)  Propaganda  work  re  Tuberculosis,  Child  Welfare,  or  Venereal  Diseases 


HOUSING— See  Table  D — but  please  state  No.  of  Certificates  given  under  Increase  of  Rent  (Restriction)  Act, 

.....^L . rvrr .^rv.;...£^W../ " 


1920,  Sec.  2  (2) 


SPECIAL  REPORTS  AND  INVESTIGATIONS  ON  ANY  SUBJECTS. 


rrVrrrJor; 


1  J 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REMARKS  as  to  Sanitary  requirements  of  District,  suggestions  of  M.O.H.,  and  extended 
notes  on  any  of  the  foregoing  entries. 


C.M.O.’s.  Department,  County 
Wakefield. 


93832 


Hall, 


